A JOb IS a Right Campaign is a Milwaukee-based, volunteer or 
ganizatipn of labor and community activists. Our members come from a 
communities and work together to fight racism, support unions and ad- 
vance the cause of all poor and working people. The group was formed in 
January of 1994 and has grown into a regional network with members 
throughout Wisconsin and surrounding states. For more information on our 
activities and how you can get involved, contact us at the address, phone, 
fax or e-mail listed below. 

In July of 1995, AJRC joined with the African American women's group 
Sisters By Choice and the Brew City Anti-Authoritarian Collective to form the 
Milwaukee Coalition to Free Mumia. Together we carried out a number of 
activities to raise the demand for a new trial for Mumia Abu-Jamal. 

The Coalition organized a public meeting of 70 people at Americans Black 
Holocaust Museum and a rally of 80 people outside the Federal Building. We 
collected names on petitions arid signed up over 45. local endorsers for the call 
-Tor a mew trial. Among the endorsers were State Sen Gwendolynne Moore; 
State Rep. Johnnie Morris-Tatum; former Wise. Sec, of State Vel Phillips; for- 
mer Milw. County Labor Council Sec.-Treas. Bruce Colburn; American Indian 
Movement State Dir. Phil Bautista; Muhammad's Mosque No 3 Minister 
William Muhammad; the UWM Student Assoc; community activist E.G. Cha- 
con; AFSCME Local 82 president Stan Yasaitis; Shepherd Express'publisher 
Doug Hissom; City Edition editor Jeffrey White; and the Latino Community 
News. 

In February of 1 996, the Coalition sponsored a public meeting of over 1 00 
people, at the Wisconsin Black. Historical Society Museum featuring Ramona 
'Africa of the International Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal. 
We also organized a van of activists to travel to Philadelphia for the Aug. 12 
National Emergency Rally, a mobilization of over 10,000 people that played a 
key role in winning a stay of execution for Mumia 

Nov/ we must intensify our efforts to win his freedom. 



Copies of this pamphlet are 
50 cents each {35 cents 
when ordering ten or more.) 

To order more copies, send 
a check or money order 
made out to AJRC to: 




A JOB IS A RIGHT CAMPAIGN 

PO Box 06053, Milwaukee, Wl 53206 

Phone/Fax: (414) 374-1034 E-mail: ajrc@execpc.com 
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African National Congress Secretary General Cyril 
Ramaphosa sent a message to Gov. Thomas Ridge that read: 

"We write to urge you to use your power as governor to commute 
the death sentence imposed upon Mumia A bu-famal and in addition to 
allow a retrial of his case. We ask for your compassionate reconsideration 
of the sentence that has been imposed and that he be removed from death 
row and allowed to appeal his sentence. " 

The Congress of South African Trade Unions, the largest 
trade union federation inside South Africa, also expressed solidar- 
ity with Mumia. A May 31, 1995 statement to Gov. Ridge issued 
by COSATU's International Relations Office read: 

"It is clear from the report that we received that the trial procedures 
were fraught with bias and prejudice... 

"Our organization has struggled against all forms of racism, op- 
pression and the use of the death sentence to silence political activists. We 
are therefore vehemently opposed to the death penalty on both ideological 
and humanitarian grounds. We urge you to grant clemency to Mumia 
Abu-famal." 

Note: On June 6, 1995, eleven judges of the newly formed 
supreme court in South Africa unanimously ruled to abolish the 
death penalty. For over seven decades, South Africa's death penalty 
was synonymous with political repression in its most brutal form. 
This is an important political concession won in the post-apartheid 
era by the South African masses, particularly the Black majority. 
Over 4,000 executions are estimated to have taken place during the 
apartheid period. The overwhelming majority of the victims were 
Black. 

There are now over 3,000 people on death row in the United 
States. The majority of these victims are also Black. 
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Voice of the Voiceless: 

The Case of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal 



In the early morning hours of December 8, 1981, Mumia Abu- 
Jamal was driving a cab in downtown Philadelphia, supplementing 
his income as a journalist. The bars were just letting out and the 
streets were full of people. Suddenly Mumia spotted a police officer 
beating a young Black man spread-eagled against his car. When he 
went to investigate, he discovered that it was his own younger 
brother, Bill Cook, who was being beaten. 

A scuffle broke out. Within minutes, Mumia was sitting 
slumped on the curbstone, critically injured with a gunshot wound 
in the abdomen. The police officer, Daniel Faulkner, lay dead. Other 
police came and took Faulkner to the morgue, waiting 45 minutes to 
carry Mumia to the hospital. Mumia arrived with his head bleeding 
after being thrown into a lightpole by the arresting officers. 

Mumia Abu-Jamal was charged with murder. 

By the time Mumia went to trial, he had already been tried and 
convicted by the news media. A former Black Panther and now a 
radio journalist well-known for his exposes of police brutality, his 
political beliefs became central to the news coverage. 

During the sentencing phase of the trial, the judge allowed the 
state to use Mumia's membership in the Black Panther Party to argue 
for the death penalty. In fact, the prosecution told the jury that Mu- 
mia's membership in the Panthers was evidence of his premeditation 
to kill! 

The following is just part of the exchange: 

Question (to Mumia): Do you recall saying "All Power to the People?" 

Answer: Yes. 

Question: Do you believe your activity as well as your philoso- 
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phy are consistent with the quote, "Political power grows out of the 
barrel of a gun?" 

Answer: I believe America has proven that quote to be true. 

Question: Do you recall saying that "The Black Panther Party 
is an uncompromising party, it faces reality"? 

Answer: (Mumia, nodding affirmatively) Yes. 

By any standards, this was not a fair trial. There was no physi- 
cal evidence linking Mumia with the shooting of Faulkner. Mumia 
did have a gun that night, a licensed .38 caliber handgun he bought 
after having been robbed twice while driving cab. But not only was 
his gun never tested for the smell of gunpowder, the medical exam- 
iner said that Faulkner was killed by a .44 caliber bullet. 

Mumia's court-appointed lawyer was so incompetent that he 
has since been disbarred. The judge approved only a few hundred 
dollars for the defense to investigate the case, while Pennsylvania's 
average allocation in capital cases is $6,500. The prosecution tried so 
successfully to systematically remove all African Americans from the 
jury pool that, in a city that is 40% Black, only two of the jurors were 
African American. 

Mumia was convicted and sentenced to death. 

In 1989, the State Supreme Court denied his first appeal. 

Today Mumia Abu-Jamal has new lawyers, a team headed by 
noted civil rights attorney Leonard Weinglass. On June 5, 1995, 
Weinglass and the NAACP Legal Defense Fund filed a 300-page Post- 
Conviction Review Appeal (PCRA) at Philadelphia's City Hall, 
while outside hundreds of demonstrators rallied in Mumia's defense. 

"What we seek today," Weinglass told the demonstrators, "is 
Mumia's first day in court, because he hasn't received one yet." 

The appeal brief contained 47 exhibits and thirteen affidavits. 
Among other things, the new appeal detailed the following objec- 
tions to the original trial: 

♦ The prosecution's version of the events was that Mumia shot 
Faulkner, was himself shot once in the chest by the falling offi- 
cer and then fired four more shots before collapsing. To prove 
this view, the state presented six witnesses out of the over 120 
people at the scene of the shooting. Four other witnesses, how- 
ever, gave accounts that, to varying degrees, contradicted the 
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Petition to Save the Life of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal 



Mumia Abu-Jama! is a Black political prisoner on Death Row in 
Pennsylvania, A former member of the Philadelphia branch of the Black 
Panther Party, he became a radio journalist who concentrated on the 
issues of racism and police brutality. 

On Dec. 8, 1981, Mumia was arrested and charged with the shooting 
death of a white police officer. The trial was marked by an openly hostile 
judge, a complete lack of any physical evidence and a court-appointed 
lawyer so inadequate he was later disbarred for incompetency. A key 
prosecution witness has since recanted her testimony, saying she was 
pressured to testify against Mumia by the police. 

Mumia was convicted by a nearly all-white jury and sentenced to 
death. A massive support campaign has so far succeeded in preventing his 
execution, but the government has refused to grant a new trial. 

By any standard, this is a gross miscarriage of justice. We wish to 
add our names to the hundreds of thousands of people in this country and 
around the world who are demanding a new trial for Mumia Abu-Jamal. 



NAME 



ADDRESS 



PHONE 



Please return this petition to: 

A Job is a Right Campaign 

PO Box 06053, Milwaukee, Wl 53206 

Phone/Fax: (414) 374-1034 
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What you can do to help: 



Demand a New Trial for Mumia 

Abu-Jamal! 

Contact: 



(iovemor Tom Ridge 

Main Capitol Building. Room 225 

llanisbiirg, PA 1 71 20 

Voice -717-787-2500 

Fax -717-772-8284 

Fax -717-783-4429 

I) A Lynn Abraham 
1421 Arch Street 
Philadelphia. PA 19102 
Voice -215-686-8700 
i ; ax- 21 5-686-8024 

1 S Ally Gen. Janet Reno 
Main Justice Building 
10th and Constitution Avenue 
Washington. DC 2005.1 
Voice -202-514-2001 
Fax -202 514-4371 

President William Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave 
Washington, DC 20500 
Voice 202-456-1 I It 
Fax - 202-456-246 



Tax deductible contributions to 
the defense efforts may be sent to: 

The Black United Fund of PA/ 
Mumia Abu-Jamal Account 
2227 No. Broad 
Philadelphia, PA 19146 

To order more copies of this 
pamphlet, contact: 

A Job is a Right Campaign 

PO Box 06053, Milwaukee, WI 53206 

Phone/fax: (414) 374-1034 

E-mail: ajrc@execpc.com 

(Please send $.50 per pamphlet or $.35 

when ordering ten or more copies.) 



Use the petition on page IS to 
reach out to more people. 

To send messages of support 
directly to Mumia, write: 

Mumia Abu-Jamal, 0AM-8335 
1040 E. Roy Furman Hwy, 
Waynesburg, PA 15370-8090 

For more information, contact: 

International Concerned Family and 

Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal 

PO Box 19709, Philadelphia, PA, 19143 

Phone:(215)476-8812 

Fax; (215) 476-7551 

E-mail: mumia@aol.com. 

National People's Campaign 
39 West 14th St., Suite 206 
NY, NY 10011 
Phone:(212)633-6646 
Fax:(212)633-2889 

For continuing coverage of the 
case of Mumia Abu-Jamal, 
subscribe to: 

First Day 

(quarterly newspaper of MOVE) 

PO Box 19709 

Philadelphia, PA 19143 

($8/year) 

Workers World 

(weekly paper of Workers World Party) 

55 West 17th St. 

NY, NY 10011 

Ph: (212)627-2994 

Fax:(212)675-7869 

E-mail: editor@wwpublish.com 

Web: http://www.workers.org 

($20/year; $2 for 8 weeks) 
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prosecution version. These witnesses, situated in four different 
locations on the street, reported seeing the shooter flee and all 
had him going in the same direction. None of these eyewit- 
nesses knew each other or Mumia. Yet there was no investiga- 
tion into these statements. The jury did not hear their version 
of the events. 

♦ The jury was not allowed to know that testimony of one prose- 
cution witness differed significantly from his original state- 
ment and that the witness was on probation at the time for 
throwing a Molotov cocktail into a schoolyard for pay. 

♦ The prosecution's key witness was a woman named Veronica 
Jones, herself in serious legal trouble and thus vulnerable to 
police pressure. Less than a week after Faulkner's death, she 
told police she had observed two men jogging from the scene 
of the shooting, Abu-Jamal was lying on the ground, wounded. 
But when called to testify in the 1982 trial, Jones completely 
changed her story, denying that she saw anyone other than 
Abu-Jamal and his brother at the scene. 

♦ A pathologist retained by Weinglass concluded that Mumia 
was wounded by a bullet that was traveling downward and 
thus could not have been fired by a collapsing Faulkner. 

♦ Although two witnesses supported by the Fraternal Order of 
Police testified to hearing Mumia "brag" of shooting Faulkner 
as he was carried into a hospital emergency room after being 
shot, a third witness told a different story. Police officer Gary 
Wakshul, who was beside Mumia during the entire time in the 
emergency room, noted in his report, "The Negro male made 
no statement." Wakshul did not testify during the trial because 
he was "on vacation". 

♦ The police ballistic tests were incomplete and insufficient test- 
ing was done on Mumia's gun to determine whether it was re- 
cently fired or had fired the fatal bullets. 

The appeal also stated that Mumia was a target of the FBI's 
Counterintelligence program and that local law enforcement agen- 
cies had a deep seated bias against him. 
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